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Letter from the Pastor 

Dear Northminster Community, 
 Likely over the last few years, you’ve heard me use the phrase “21st Century 
Faith” more than once. Why is this phrase so important to me? I want to use this 
monthly pastoral letter to explore this phrase, and why I believe that it matters so 
much.  
When we grow up in a faith, we begin to make the understandable assumption that the 
church has been the same over centuries. This conclusion makes sense, and there is 
some degree of truth to it. There are things that have been the same over centuries, like 
the Apostles Creed and the Bible. Likely, some of our favorite hymns are a few centu-
ries old. When I use the phrase, “21st Century Faith,” I am not drawing the conclusion 
that these treasures from our past should be updated or disregarded. In fact, part of 
having a 21st Century Faith is understanding these parts of our past and learning how 
to appropriate them in meaningful ways.  
 However, despite how often church might feel the same to us, the reality is that it 
has changed many times over the centuries. The Early Christians had no connection 
with the state, they met in houses, and they used some of the same Scriptures as us, and 
some different ones. Once Christianity became the religion of the state, everything 
changed. In some ways it was easier to be a Christian, but in some ways it was harder. 
The faith became more homogenous, because it was easier to manage the creeds and 
select the bishops.  
 As Christianity traveled into different continents, it changed again. One interest-
ing development was that in countries where the church had not aligned with the state, 
there was much more fluidity in the leadership. On the frontier of faith, women were 
known to preach and lead congregations, even in the 18th and 19th centuries. In areas 
where the church government had central leadership, this of course, was unheard of.  
 The point is of course not to evaluate what happened in different centuries, but to 
make the broad observation that change is the name of the game. Christianity is at its 
best when it grows and adapts in conversation with local culture. This can be scary at 
times, because it makes us wonder if everything that we ever learned was wrong. Possi-
bly we can change that perspective to one that joyfully examines the heritage of our 
past while noticing the areas of flexibility that can help us to embrace the future.  
 If you follow Bill Gates, you’ll know that he has set his sight on the word, 
“innovation.” Sadly, the church has been a place where innovation is not always wel-
comed. It requires a great deal of adaptation. Yet, I believe that this is the one of the 
greatest implications of the Incarnation. That God embodies human life, and this 
means that God embodies adaptation. God does not change, but God embraces that we 
must.  
 So let us move forward into 2019 joyfully, knowing that we have a faith that can 
mindfully adapt and celebrate change! Perhaps our greatest invitation of the new year 
is to wonder together, “What does it mean to be a 21st Century Christian?” 
Warmly,  

mailto:jeny.carlson@northminsterpres.org
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Breakfast Club Returns! 
Every Sunday Morning in January, 

8:00-8:45 am, Fellowship Hall Kitchen 

All upper Elementary , Middle, and High 

School youth are encouraged to join Zac as we 

serve together mak-

ing breakfast for our 

Adult Education 

Class! For those of 

you who have com-

munity service re-

quirements for 

school, this is a fun 

and tasty way to earn 

those hours while al-

so helping your 

church community.  

Zac Calvo’s Ordination! 

January 16, 7pm, Sanctuary 

Reception beforehand at 6pm in the Reception Room 

Our fabulous Director of  Community and Outreach is being ordained to a 
special call as the Organizing Pastor of  Coastland Commons, a new worship-
ing community in North Seattle. Don’t worry, Zac will still be working with 
us! We are so excited to celebrate this wonderful call that God has placed on 
Zac’s life. 

 

Pastoral Examinations 
Seattle Presbytery Meeting 

January 15 

Redmond Presbyterian Church 

Jeny Carlson and Zac Calvo, having com-

pleted all the requirements for ordination, 

will take their final examination on the 

floor of  Presbytery this month. Follow-

ing successful approval by a vote of  the 

Presbytery, they will then be ordained as 

Minsters of  Word and Sacrament in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). Zac’s ordina-

tion services is set for the following even-

ing at Northminster. Jeny’s ordination 

service will take place February 2nd at 

Mt. Baker Park Presbyterian. More infor-

mation to follow. 
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Faith Formation  
Pastor Jeny 

“By far, the number one way that churches made the teens in our survey feel welcomed and valued was when adults in 
the congregation showed an interest in them. More than any single program or event, adults’ making the effort to get to 
know the kids was far more likely to make the kids feel like a significant part of the church.” ~ Sticky Faith, Every-
day Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your Kids 
 
In 2011, Kara Powell and Chap Clark published Sticky Faith, a book detailing their research in to why only 
about 50% of teenagers raised in faith practice kept their faith after leaving home. It should come as no sur-
prise, though it somehow still does, that the biggest factor in whether kids continued with their faith was 
how the adults who were not their parents interacted with them at church. Kids who had adults in their con-
gregations who took an interest in them, encouraged them, prayed for them, talked with them, served with 
them, those relationships had a significant impact on their faith formation.  
 
And it makes sense. When a child grows up in a church were they are supported and loved unconditionally, 
then church becomes a truly transformative space. They connect the love of God with the love they experi-
ence from God’s disciples. When they grow up in a church that repeatedly sends them messages that they 
aren’t wanted (they are told to sit still, sent away to far-off rooms where adults aren’t bothered by their 
noise, have adults walk past them with no greeting, have adults reject them for their self expression or iden-
tity) then God’s house becomes a place where your heart, spirit, sometimes your very body, is not safe. 
 
For the coming year, we want to build relationships between our children & youth and the congregation. 
*Beginning January 6th, we will return to having the kids and youth prepare breakfast for our adult for-
mation classes. The kids really love being able to serve in this way and we would love to have you join them 
in the kitchen or sit with them during breakfast.  
*Our Family Dinners on the first and last Wednesdays of the month are another excellent chance to sit and 
have a conversation over a meal. 
*We want and need Sunday School Assistants! This is actually very easy and a great way to listen to 
how our kids are growing in their faith. This person will accompany Zac to Sunday School for those kids 
who choose to do that instead of staying and listening to the sermon. No need to prepare anything, just 
come and get to know the kids. If you are willing to serve in this way, please contact me. 
 
The future of Northminster rests with our younger generations. Get to know them, talk with them about 
what is happening in their lives. Be one of the reasons their faith “sticks” for life! 

Singing w/ Zac 
Sundays, 10:00am in the Whale Room 

 
Want to learn new songs or get a chance to practice 
the hymns before church? Join Zac and our kids for 
this 20-minute sing-along every week!  
 

January Prayer and Meditation 
Corner 

As you turn to your 

January 2019 calendar, 

ask that God would 

guide you, filling in 

what Wisdom would 

have you do each week 

of this year. 

Submitted by Jonna 

Reeder 
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Deacon’s Corner 

One important way that your Deacons serve NPC’s congregation is by preparing communion on the first 

Sunday of each month, during Advent and Eastertide, and on other special holy days as designated by 

Session. Jen Jensen and Nancy Ingle currently do this behind the scenes job with love and commitment. 

 

First, they make sure that there are sufficient supplies of juice, wine and gluten-free bread. We use one 

bottle of wine, one half bottle of juice, and one loaf of bread per week. Nancy and Jen buy the communion 

supplies, often absorbing the cost. When communion runs 4 – 6 weeks in a row they turn receipts into 

the Worship and Music committee for reimbursement.  

 

Communion is prepared in the Sacristy behind the choir loft. The Sacristy is a small room that houses the 

communion chalices and plates. Space is tight because the room also contains the church’s sound system. 

Nancy and Jen prepare the communion elements of bread, juice and wine and place them in the Narthex 

for the ushers to bring into the Sanctuary for the communion service. They also prepare the bread for the 

communion plates, pour the juice into the ceramic chalices and pour the wine into the silver chalices. 

They set the communion table in readiness for communion.   

 

Jen prints and cuts the communion tags and makes them into packets which are left in the deacon’s mail 

box. When communion is going to be served the tags are posted on the board for volunteer communion 

servers. 

 

Nancy and Jen often help to serve communion along with other members of the congregation. The dea-

con who leads the intercessory prayer also helps by assisting Dani in handing out the cups and trays to 

the servers and in serving communion. 

 

At the end of worship service 

Nancy and Jen clean up. They 

wash and dry the chalices and 

plates, wipe down the commun-

ion table and leave the Sacristy 

spic and span, ready for the next 

time communion is served. 

They extend a special thanks to 

David Voyles for helping with 

cleanup on days when they both 

have bell choir after church.  

 

Liz Tennant,  

Moderator of Deacons 
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January 6 

Epiphany 

January 13 

Baptism of the Lord 

January 20 

 

January 27 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 John 2:1-11 Luke 4:14-21 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN JANUARY  

February Fellowship Lunch 
February 13, 11:30 am 

 
The Friendship Luncheon group meets on 
Wednesday, February 13 at 11:30. Miriam 
will provide special music!  A note of  spe-
cial thanks to all who have helped with the 
luncheons:  Beth, Leslie, Dani, Trisha, Ty-
son and her crew, Mary Linda, Lisa, Jonna, 
Lucie, Nancy, Sheila, and Antonio. Sug-
gested donation, $5. 
 

Adult Ed: Be Inspired! 
Join us Sunday mornings in January at 9am as we read 
through Rachel Held Evan’s book Inspired.  

 
Ms. Evan’s book explores 
our cultural and personal 
relationship with scrip-
ture and leads us in an 
examination of some of 
our more challenging 
understandings of the 
Bible and how it has been 
used (and abused). Please 
contact the church office 
if you would like to order 
a copy of the book, or 
purchase on your own. 
The audio-book edition is 
read by the author and 
she’s quite funny. 
 

Theology on Tap 

Returns! 
January 9th & 23rd, 7pm Brother Bar-

rel Pub 

A gathering of  young adults ready 

to dive deeper into theology and 

what it means to practice faith in our 

post-modern age. We will cover a 

range of  topics from theodicy, eth-

ics, and how we understand our 

identity as followers of  Jesus. Because we meet in a pub, you must be over 21.  

https://goo.gl/maps/kPLCHfisTvm
https://goo.gl/maps/kPLCHfisTvm
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Looking Ahead  
Sunday in January 6 

Adult Ed Class: Inspired 
Wednesdays in January 

Bible Study 
Wednesday, January 9 

Theology on Tap 

Wednesday January 16 

Zac Calvo’s Ordination 

Wednesday, January 23 

Theology on Tap 

Wednesday, January 30 

Community Dinner: SouperBowl Party 

Saturday, February 2 

Jeny Carlson’s Ordination 
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