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Earth Day is Everyday 

Today, as I write, is the 40th Earth Day Cele-
bration in the United States. I remember the 
first one very well, because my wife, Ann, was 
named ―Chair‖ for the inaugural Earth Day 
Committee of the town of Corinth, N.Y., 
where I had been the minister for less than a 
year. Ann and her committee decided to plant 
trees along Palmer Avenue, the broad street 
that ran from down-
town Corinth to the 
International Paper 
Mill about a half mile 
away. A few years ago 
we saw pictures of the 
towering trees that 
have grown from 
those saplings of long 
ago. 

Small steps and large 
are required if we are 
to be the ―Stewards of 
Creation‖ that we are 
assigned to be in the 
Bible. It is not a nice 
gesture for the few but 
a responsibility for all God’s children to cher-
ish and care for this rare and precious planet. 
Perhaps nothing stimulated as much interest 
in that first Earth Day as the photos beamed 
back to earth from the astronauts who had 
made the first Moon landing the previous 
July. From that voyage came the view of 
Earth as the ―Big Blue Marble.‖ We watched 
―Earthrise‖ with the astronauts as that great 
blue watery miracle we call home rose over 
the stark white rock that is the Moon’s sur-
face. Nothing could quite capture the contrast 
between our vast living ecosystem and that 
dead desert as well as that one picture. 

 

Forty years later it is heartening to know that 
we are recycling much of our consumer 
waste, building solar generating systems that 
work for homes and businesses, becoming 
ever more aware of the plastics that are poi-
soning our oceans, and taking responsibility 
for the beginnings of a global integrated ap-
proach to caring for the living thing that is 

our home. It is, how-
ever, frightening to 
contemplate what it 
will be like 40 years 
from now for our 
children, grandchil-
dren, and great-
grandchildren if we 
do not step up the 
pace of our ecological 
reforms. 

―The earth is the 
Lord’s and the full-
ness thereof,‖ we 
read in the Bible; an 
enlightened ―eco-
theology‖ has arisen 

in recent years to proclaim the truth that 
Creation itself is God’s first saving miracle. 
Taking responsibility for its care is perhaps 
our first act of faithfulness to God, our 
neighbors, and especially to the generations 
yet to come. It is for their sakes that we need 
to make it our motto: ―Earth Day is Every 
Day!‖ 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS FOR MAY 

Easter Breakfast and 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Thank you for attending 

and supporting Easter 

breakfast and the Easter Egg Hunt.  The older kids 

made breakfast for about 100 people and worked very 

hard.  The children enjoyed an Easter Egg Hunt and 

even joined in for some of the breakfast clean-up.  

Thank you to all who joined us for breakfast and for 

supporting our youth and children’s summer programs.  

We raised $412.00 – Thank you all! 

Christian Education Assessments 

I have received 32 evaluations of our current programs 

and fantastic ideas for new programs and activities for 

children, youth and adults here at Northminster.  It’s 

not too late to fill out an assessment or send yours in.   

I can also send you a copy in the mail or through email.  

Please let me know if you’d like one.  It’s just one-page 

long and will only take you about 10 minutes to com-

plete.  Thank you so much for the great ideas that 

you’ve already shared, and I’m always open to more.   

I will be including a summary of these assessments in 

our next newsletter.  Stay tuned! 

Youth Room in the Whale Room Downstairs 

In a couple of weeks, you are invited to come down and 

see our new youth room.  The room is cleaned and 

ready to go and will soon contain a ping-pong table, 

foosball table and a comfy sofa.  More to come on bad-

minton and volleyball… Thank you to Bill and Georgia 

Kurtz for their donations to our program! 

Youth Sunday, May 23rd 

On May 23rd, the youth and children of the church will 

be doing the whole worship service!  Mark your calen-

dars for a Sunday you will not want to miss.  We will 

also be honoring our graduating seniors and hearing 

from some of them too!  This service promises to be a 

wonderful time of sharing and celebrating. 

Coming Soon! 

Plans for summer youth and children’s programs… 

    -Trisha Wirta, CE Program Director  

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE TO PROVIDE $500,000 TO HAITI 

Seeds and tools will help Haitian farmers feed the 
country and build the economy 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is partnering 
with the Presbyterian Hunger Program to provide funds 
and staff support for seeds of hope for Haiti. PDA has 
committed $500,000 to purchase seeds and tools for 
farmers who are trying to feed the hundreds of 
thousands of displaced Haitians who have left 
Port-au-Prince, as well as the communities that 
are hosting the displaced. 

PDA is working through FONDAMA, a new 
partner network in Haiti that was organized 
last fall with support from the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program ministry ―Joining Hands 
Against Hunger.‖ FONDAMA will mobilize 30,000 
farmers all over the country and help boost their pro-
duction by providing them with corn and bean seeds, 
and simple tools. The farmers, especially those who re-
turned to the countryside without any resources or tools 
after the earthquake, will then have what they need to 
grow crops. 

Seeds will be purchased locally. This has three benefits: 

(1) it further supports the disaster-impacted economy; 
(2) it secures seed varieties that are appropriate for local 
conditions; and (3) it reduces transportation expenses. 

The seeds and tools project provides food for people in 
need and helps the local agricultural economy take the 
first steps toward long-term sustainability. 

―While we affirm and share in the important 
immediate response of critical food distribu-
tion, we are pleased to join in this promising 
long-term response. It is our hope and goal 
that by supporting FONDAMA and other 
Haitian partners, we can cultivate a lasting re-
covery that fosters self-sufficiency rather than 

dependency,‖ said Randy Ackley, PDA coordinator. 

Presbyterians are taking the lead in this endeavor, and 
the effort is receiving support from other faith partners 
in North America. PDA’s contribution will provide 
seeds and tools to approximately 7,000 of the 30,000 
farmers targeted by FONDAMA. PDA has assigned 
temporary staff on site to help organize and launch the 
program. 

https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pcusa.org%2fpda&srcid=1096&srctid=1&erid=713398


 

 

 

Deep cleaning and Tidy up 

Many thanks to the volunteers who helped with Spring 

Cleaning and manse yard work on April 10. We also 

appreciated the ―atta boys‖ and thanks from those un-

able to attend. 

The turnout was super. Dennis had a nice soup lunch 

and a great deal was accomplished. 

Pat Breckenridge advises we will offer another opportu-

nity to finish up a few items on the church interior in 

May. If you have an interest in scrubbing, shining, etc., 

please let Pat know.  

Last but not least, we owe a debt of gratitude for com-

munity service provided by Miles Schwaab. David Rice 

introduced us to Miles. Thank you David and all!  

BUILDING AND GROUNDS THANK YOU! 
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PLAY AND DINNER IN SEDRO-WOOLLEY 

Join our group at 1:30 as we board our motor-coach to 

go up north to Sedro-Woolley on Tuesday, May 11th for 

another play and dinner at the High School.  There's a 

few seats left on the bus; so think about a ride on the 

freeway (without driving yourself), a fun play to enter-

tain you, and a casual dinner with the cast and crew 

from the play.  Sign up with Janet Brooking 206-784-

8574 or sign the list in the reception room.  The cost for 

everything is $ 39.00 each.  Hope you can make it. 

4TH FRIDAY READERS 

The Fourth Friday Book Group will have the chance to 

read The Brooklyn Follies by Paul Auster.  The group will 

meet on Friday, May 28th at 10:30 in the reception room 

and all are invited to come join the discussion.  Rumor 

has it that they always seem to have something to 

munch on during their time together.  See Dick Brook-

ing to get the book; or call him for your copy 206-784-

8574. 

SENIOR RECITAL FOR JENNIFER SCHMIDT 

Mark your calendar and save the date—

June 19th at 2:00 p.m. when Jennifer 

Schmidt will present her Senior Piano 

Recital.  

Come and hear the delightful program that Jennifer has 

selected and prepared.! All are welcome to attend. 

SEATTLE FLUTE CHOIR CONCERT ON MAY 9TH 

Seattle Flute Society Flute Choir IN CONCERT! 

Sunday, May 9th, 2:00 p.m. 

Here at Northminster! 
 

Come enjoy this Mother's Day treat as the flute 

choir presents works by Lauf, Holst, Cohen, and  

an exciting performance of Benjamin Boone's 

"Over The Edge"!  

Admission is free. 

We appreciate your help, as well as Northminster's  

support of our group!! 

LYRIC LIGHT OPERA PRODUCTION “THE KING AND I” 

If you have been around 

the church on Saturday or 

Sunday afternoons, you 

likely have heard the Lyric 

Light Opera rehearsing 

for their upcoming pro-

duction of ―The King and I‖.  

Northminster has allowed them to use our space for 

their rehearsals. This is going to be another heartwarm-

ing and uplifting show. Rich sets, live/full orchestra, 

beautiful costumes, brilliant actors, full cast of 45, and 

much more! Our own Emily Purcell is in the cast. 

Kirkland Performance Center 
Kirkland, WA 
Shows:  May 14-16, 21-22 

Box Office: 425.893.9900 



 

 

 

CONTINUING PRAYER CONCERNS 

KEEPING IN TOUCH       

Siani Beck [daughter of 
Shannon Parks-Beck] 
Evelyn Bohrer 
Christopher Coates 
[grandson of Sid and 
Phoebe Wold] 
Louisa Cryan [friend of 
Kern family] 
Bernice Ekern 
Jane Ekrom [mother of 
Stacy Kern] 
Kurt Engel [brother of 
Trisha Wirta] 
Winnie Fairlamb 
Anne Ficken 

Nancie Fulthorp Duane 
and Kay Glasscock 
Carolyn Gould 
Aurelia Hansen 
Lena Harms 
James Hughes 
Laurine Ingebright 
Dorothy Jensen 
Deene and Jennifer Jensen 
Juncker 
Eddie King [brother-in-
law of Sylvia King] 
Jesse King [grandson of 
Sylvia King] 
Betty Marty 

Carolyn Merritt [daughter 
of Ann Ringstad] 
Pat Moore [friend of 
Jenny Ingals] 
Wynona Morrison 
Jane Olson 
Dennis Pickell 
Jan Rathe [mother of 
Karen Rathe] 
Betty Jo Rogers 
Rev. Jennifer Russell 
[friend and colleague of 
Bob Porter] 
Mary Segall [mother of Will 
Segall] 
Isabel Thompson 

Marian Timo 
Maas VanderBilt [father 
of Monty VanderBilt] 
Grace Weaver 
Jan Whitman [daughter-in-
law of Pauline] 
 

Now in the library, two books dealing with issues of the 

day.  

The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism by Timo-

thy Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in 

Manhattan. Deals with many of the perennial questions 

people raise re God and Christian beliefs. Favorably re-

viewed by publications ranging from ―Christianity Todayó 

to ―Publishers Weeklyó. 

Whose Gospel? By James A. Forbes Jr., pastor emeritus of 

Riverside Church, New York City. A call for social 

change based on Christian theology. Deals with ques-

tions of race, economic justice, war, ecology. Foreword 

by Bill Moyers. 

    Elaine Boehmer, Church Librarian 

David Sandberg has moved. His new address is 2450 

Aurora Ave. N  #107 Seattle, WA  98109. His phone 

number and email address have remained the same. 

Please make a change in your directory. Thank you! 

 

 

 

―I think that would be very nice‖ was the response from 

our son, Rick when I asked him if he would like prayers 

for courage. Thank you all for your prayers, cards and 

expression of sympathy. We are honored by your 

thoughts for Richard Kern. The service for Rick was a 

fine tribute and we appreciated the work by Dennis, 

Richard Lind, Nathan Ryan and all the reception help-

ers, ushers and other helpers. 

   - Fred and Arlene Kern Family 

FROM THE BOOKSHELF 

HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY 

On Wednesday, May 12th at 11:00 a.m. Horizons Bible 

Study will conclude the study of Joshua. Following the 

study, Dennis and Pam will serve a salad luncheon. Des-

serts to share are welcomed. In September, the new 

study will be based on the book of Revelations. Plan to 

join us! 

NORTHSTAR POTLUCK LUNCH 

NorthStar is having a potluck lunch and you are invited! 

Friday, May 21st is the date and 12:00 p.m. is the time.  

NorthStar is an open group for adults, singles or cou-

ples, which meets about six times a year for food, fel-

lowship and fun. 
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LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN MAY 

MAY 2010 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  

 
 
  
  

1  
 
 

2  
• 9:00 Breakfast club 
• 9:15 Adult Ed./M.S. 
and H.S. Sunday 
school 
• 10:30 Worship 
Coffee fellowship 

3  
 
  
  
  
   

4  
• 9:30 Bridge 
• 7:00 Building and 
Grounds 
 

5  
• 6:00 Supper/
Community night/
MS and HS youth 
group 

 • 7:30 Budget, Fi-
nance, Memorials 

6  
• 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
• 7:30 Choir 
 

7  
• 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Minis-
try and overnight 
  
 

8 

 
  

9  
• 9:00 Breakfast club 
• 9:15 Adult Ed./M.S. 
and H.S. Sunday 
school 
• 10:30 Worship 
Coffee fellowship 
• 2:00 Seattle flute 
choir concert! 
  

10  
 

11 
• 9:30 Bridge 
• 1:30 Board motor-
coach for trip to 

Sedro-Woolley! 

12  
• 11:00 Horizons 
Bible study/Spring 
salad luncheon! 
• 6:00 Supper/
Community night/
MS and HS youth 
group 

13  
• 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
• 7:30 Choir 

14  
• 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Minis-
try and overnight 

15  
 

16  
• 9:00 Breakfast club 
• 9:15 Adult Ed./M.S. 
and H.S. Sunday 
school 
• 10:30 Worship 
Coffee fellowship 
• SESSION MEET-
ING 

17 

 
  
  
  
   

18  
• 9:30 Bridge 
• 5:00 Presbytery at 
Rolling Bay P.C. 

19  
• 6:00 Supper/ 
• 6:45 DEACONS 
MEETING 
MS and HS youth 
group 

  
  
  
   

20  
• 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
• 7:30 Choir 
 
  
  
  
   

21  
• 12:00 NorthStar 
potluck lunch! 
•5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry 
and overnight 

22  
 
  
  
  
   

23  
PENTECOST 

• 9:00 Breakfast club 
• 9:15 Adult Ed./M.S. 
and H.S. Sunday 
school 
• 10:30 Worship 
YOUTH SUNDAY! 
Coffee fellowship 

 

24  
 
  
  
  
   

25  
• 9:30 Bridge 
 
 

26  
• 6:00 Supper/
Community night/
MS and HS youth 
group 

  
 LAST  
COMMUNITY 
NIGHT  UNTIL 
SEPTEMBER! 
  

27  
• 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
• 7:30 Choir 
 
  
  
  
   

28 

• 10:30 Fourth Friday 
Book Group 

 • 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Minis-
try and overnight 
  
  
   

29  
 
  
  
  
   

30  
 
• 10:30 Worship 
Coffee fellowship 

 
  

31 

 All day office  
Closed! 
Happy Memorial  
Day! 
 
 

  

May 2 May 9 May 16 May 23 May 30 

Acts 11:1-18 Acts 16:9-15 Act 16:16-34 Acts 2:1-21 Proverbs 8:1-4 

Psalm 148 Psalm 67 Psalm 97 Psalm 104:24-34, 

35b 

Psalm 8 

Revelations 21:1-6 Revelations 21:10, 

21:22-22:5 

Revelations 22:12-

14 

Romans 8:14-17 Romans 5:1-5 

John 13:31-35 John 14:23-29 John 17:20-26 John 14:8-17 John 16:12-15 
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