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We are called 1o joyfully de-
clare the Good News of Jesus
Christ, 1o glorify God, and 1o
demonsirate God's love by
murturing each other and
reaching out to the local com-
munily.
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THE PASTOR’S CORNER

In Lent, as in Advent, we practice an act
of religious imagination. In Advent, we
pretend that Jesus has never been born
as we observe a season of yearning, of
waiting, for God to make good on the
age old promise of deliverance through a
Messiah, a human in whom God is ut-
terly present and for us.

amounts of money unaccounted for in
the military and civilian reconstruction
projects in Iraq and Afghanistan. All this
and countless other things remind us of
the great 20% Century American theolo-
gian Reinhold Niebuht’s famous state-
ment that the one theological idea for
which we have objective, con-
8 crete evidence is sin. Lent is
about sin. It is about the seri-
ousness of our predicament,
and the seriousness of God’s
% utterly incalculable response to

&2 it. “Costing nothing less than
Call everything,” the poet T. S.

3= Eliot described it.

In Lent, oddly enough, we
exercise our imaginations in
very much the same way,
only this time we know the
adult Jesus has come, has
taught, has suffered to the
point of death, and been
resurrected on that first
Easter—but we act as if we
didn’t know that. We en-
gage with him as if we did-
n’t know the outcome, and
by doing so, we imagine “what if” it
weren’t sor What if we were left to our
own devices, and to making the best of
what we are capable of doing, without
God’s intimate intervention?

Lent is our time to reflect on
“everything” that we do and
“everything” we need, and
most of all on the “everything”
that God is willing to do, to give, to ex-
pend of God’s own self, for the sake of
this flawed but oh-so-beloved world.

Make the most of it. Join us in worship
and fellowship, in ministry and service,
and take time to reflect on the majesty of
God’s grace in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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The current scene has Bernie Madoff’s
Ponzi scheme and widespread banking
scandals and stories of torture and the
“rendition” of prisoners (out of sight, out
of mind, seems to be the rationale), not
to mention reports of unfathomable
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MINUTE FOR MISSION
World peace is arguably humankind’s most noble goal, and a sobering one at that. Likewise, a flourishing and far-
reaching world mission is the loftiest aspiration of the Christian church.

And just as world peace will never happen without multitudes cultivating an inner peace of their own, the most
modest of church mission plans will not happen in the absence of members dedicated to mission-oriented lives,
even if most wouldn’t recognize such terminology as applied to their callings.

But that is fitting, as most of our service in the name of Jesus Christ is unspectacular. It is neither consciously
based in anything particularly far-reaching, nor executed with any particular sense of grandiosity. It is just a daily
living out of our lives according to our ongoing sense of how we can, just maybe, make what we see and experi-
ence on a daily basis just a bit more heartfelt, a bit more fruitful.

As I've settled mto the first chapter of my retirement years, a few unspectacular callings have come my way.

First, there is youth tutoring. Just a once a week commitment at a low-income housing project, inhabited pre-
dominately by families of African heritage.

Then, there’s my involvement, along with several others of you, hosting homeless citizens in our shelters here at
Northminster and at Crown Hill Methodist Church.

I also continue, a couple of days per week, to volunteer at both my local library in Broadview and the Central li-
brary downtown, packing books for a litetacy program and welcoming visitors of all ages and nationalities.

Unspectacular stuff. Garden variety, every bit of it. But yet, the kind of service to which we need to keep calling
each other. Because although the way we go about these things may be and even should be quietly unassuming,
we should be nothing less than bold in proclaiming the importance of heeding the opportunities laid upon our life
paths. Even modest opportunities can end up touching the hearts of others and bearing real fruit at both ends of
the partnership.

In 2ddition to again inviting others'of you'torencourage us-with stories of your own, I-wish to issue a separate call.
That would be a call to times of contemplation, time cleared of outside commitments, for the luxury of recharging,
overhauling, tuning up our focus and short-term vision.

mg Prayer is a subset of my contemplation, but I call it not a day of prayer, as such a period is more about
 focusing inward, reappraising who I am and how I am called to apply my own brushstrokes to the can-
vas of my surrounding existence. For life is not all about doing. A compelling corollary to the call to,
“Don’t just stand there, DO something,” is, “Don’t just do something, STAND there.” I close with an
invitation to each of you to not only step out into the world, but to be in tune with your footsteps.

- Elder Lew Witham

SERVICE FOR WHOLENESS

In recent years, we have observed a “Service for Wholeness,” with prayers for healing. This
Lenten season, the fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22nd, will provide the opportunity for specific . L.

prayers with anointing for healing for those who wish. This will take place during our regular Q’

worship service at 10:30 a.m.

YOU'I'H PLANNING FOR SUMMER MISSION TRIP

Many 8-12th grade youth got together February 8 to brainstorm service and fun activities for the
summer. After eatly interest in Holden Village, consensus was reached that this year was best
spcnt preparing for hiking in to Holden and volunteering there next year. We're looking into a

' variety of service projects and overnight hikes. Next meeting will be March 8th after church to
firm up projects and dates, then to start on fundraising activities. - Janelle Walhout







