
 

Northminster  Presbyterian Church ▪ 7706 25th Ave. NW ▪ Seattle, WA 98117 ▪ 

206(783-3402)                           www.northminsterpres.org 

 

Proclaiming God’s Grace, 

Creating Community, 

Serving our Neighbors 
 

Pastor 

Dennis J. Hughes 

Christian Ed. Director 

Trisha Wirta 
 

Choir Director 

Kathryn Smith Derksen 
 

Organist 

Ah-Ra Yoo 
 

Board of Elders 

Connie Fraser 

Nancy Ingle 

Jennifer Jensen Juncker, Clerk  

Tim Kern 

Scott Monrad 

Jen Oxley 

Mark Purcell 

Rod Schmidt 

Joy Schoning 

Liz Tennant 

Bret Wirta 

 

Board of Deacons 

Carol Charles 

Sandy Coyer 

Vera Crooks 

Dana Hammer 

Ann Hughes 

Russ Kintrea 

Georgia Kurtz 

Helen Pheasant                                                     

Barb Reinsma                           

Beth Schmidt              

Katy Suchland 

Signa Treat– Moderator 

Rachel Van Noord  

January, 2012 Volume  L1II, No. 1 

Northminster News 

It is a time between times, a season called 
“Christmastide” in the archaic language of 
the Christian Church. It is the time be-
tween the day we celebrate the birth of the 
Christ Child and the arrival of the gift-
bearing Magi in Matthew’s violence-
plagued story, where the next event is a 
desperate escape into Egypt while boys 
under the age of two are being slaughtered 
in Bethlehem. Then again, it is the time, in 
Luke’s rosy, peaceful depiction, between 
Jesus’ birth and his presentation in the 
Temple in Jerusalem, where he is wel-
comed and blessed by Anna and Simeon.  
According to the two gospel accounts, ir-
reconcilable yet somehow completing each 
other, we live in a blessed and troubled 
world, where God’s grace is life-giving in 
every moment, even as the human situa-
tion is death dealing in every generation. 

It is a time, therefore, for giving thanks. 
For, while this is the beginning of the sto-
ry, we know the ending, where the Herods 
of this world do their worst, but God still 
gives us the Prince of Peace. Now that the 
gifts have been exchanged and the chaotic 
“shopping season” is over, we have time 
to draw back and give thanks. We even 
have time, perhaps, to “retreat,” in the 
sense of making a quiet spiritual withdraw-
al from all the busy-ness of Christmas in 
modern America, and to attend to the 
things of God that we have heard in the 
readings, carols, and anthems of the sea-
son. What has it meant to welcome the 
Prince of Peace in our war-weary world? 
What has it meant to have the last Ameri-
can soldiers leave Iraq? What prospects do 
we have for a more peaceful tomorrow? 
What are we called to do, however little 
power we may have to affect huge world 
affairs, to welcome God’s gift of new life 
in Jesus Christ? 

At the turning of the year, as the calendar 
page will read “January 1, 2012,” I am 
thankful for you, the people of Northmin-
ster , for you have been faithful in many 
ways this past year. You’ve been faithful in 
your volunteering in countless ways, from 
making coffee and cookies, providing rides 
to church, or serving as a host or a cook or 
a launderer for Ballard Ecumenical Minis-
try. Perhaps you have served as a member 
of the choir, presented special music, or 
arranged for concerts.  Some attentively 
cared for others as a Deacon, or attended 
carefully to our physical, spiritual, and fi-
nancial needs as an Elder. Some have 
worked largely out of sight as stewardship 
secretaries, as our treasurer, or as a com-
mittee chair or member. Others have faith-
fully served in the kitchen on Community 
Nights, led the youth group, made Sunday 
breakfast, or taught Sunday School. Some 
maintained our library, set up our Alterna-
tive Christmas Fair, made appeals for spe-
cial offerings through “Minutes for Mis-
sion,” read scripture, served Holy Com-
munion, touched up paint, or cleaned out 
storage areas. Some have brought us beau-
tiful landscaping and maintained it. Others 
have helped create a vegetable garden. And 
all who have given have underwritten all of 
these things and many others through your 
very faithful stewardship, even during this 
stressful economic time. I could go on and 
on. As your pastor, I thank you! 

May I make a suggestion? In honor of all 
that you have done, take the opportunity 
to thank each other, for it has taken every 
one of you to make 2011 the incredible 
year it has been. And may our time of re-
flection and thanksgiving bear fruit in con-
tinued faithfulness in the 
year to come!  

THE PASTOR’S CORNER:  CHRISTMASTIDE THANKSGIVINGS 

News Editor                      

Pam Thompson       pam@northminsterpres.org 

News deadline is the 20th of the month. 
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ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS FAIR REPORT 

NEW ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 

The Alternative Christmas Fair 2011 results are in and I 
am so profoundly touched by the generosity of 
our church members.  Our grand total of gifts 
with meaning was $2,754.00.   

You gave the following donations to -  

Ballard Food Bank - $445.00 

Compass Center - $385.00 

Church of Mary Magdalene - $50.00 

Habitat for Humanity - $200.00 

Heifer Project - $722.00 

  Mental Health Chaplancy - $304.00 

Operation Nightwatch - $180.00 

Noel House - $120.00 

PalCraft Aid - $348.00 

 

 

Thanks so much to all who gave to make this 
fair such a roaring success!!  You are a blessing to so 
many in need. 

       - Kim Owens 

Adult Education Resumes January 8 with "invitation to 
Christ" Study on Sacramental Practices 

Join us on Sunday the 8th for breakfast and Adult Ed at 
about 9:15.  We'll kick off the new year with a study pro-
duced by the Office of Theology and Worship at PCU-
SA headquarters in Louisville.   

"Grace you can touch" was a phrase used to describe 
sacraments in our 10-week sermon / discussion series in 

the Fall.  This study focuses on Font and Table, two im-
portant symbols of our sacramental life.  This study, 
which will take five Sundays to complete.    

Announcements about weekly assignments (they're 
short) and booklet pick-up (they're free) will appear in 
the What's Happening at Northminster e-mail and on 
Sunday mornings.   

      - Elder, Tim Kern 

The “Horizons Bible Study” meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 11:00 a.m.. We normally 
have a brown bag lunch following the study, but on Jan-
uary 11th, Pam and Dennis will prepare a festive lunch 

and everyone is invited to come for good food and fel-
lowship. This year’s study is entitled “Confessing the 
Beatitudes” by Margaret Aymer.  We hope to see you 
then! 

WINTER “HORIZONS” BIBLE STUDY AND LUNCHEON  

The Northminster Deacon's want to give a very big 
thank you to all you very generous folks who took part 
in the pre-Thanksgiving gathering of needed items for 
the program Navos, serving clients with problems relat-
ed to mental illness. Then you answered the call again to 
provide gift cards and gifts from the requests from Noel 
House and The Church of Mary Magdalene that were 

hung on the Giving Tree. Every one of 
the tags and leaves were picked up. The 
Giving Tree was handily crafted by our 
own Kim Owens. Thank you Kim!  

     -The Deacons 

HARK! HEAR THE BELLS! 

We have exciting news!  Jennifer Jensen 
Juncker has agreed to lead an adult bell 
choir starting in the New Year.  Several 
of you have expressed interest.  Now 

the time has come to step forward so that we will have 
enough bell players to bring bells back to Northminster.  
Please let Jennifer know if you are interested.   

THANK YOU FROM THE DEACONS 
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The next meeting of the reading group will be on Janu-
ary 13th, when we will discuss Jim Lynch's The Highest 
Tide.  Described as a poignant coming-of-age story 
about a thirteen-year old who stumbles across a rare sea 
creature and becomes a phenomenon.  It takes place on 

Puget Sound and is a pleasant read.  Join us for discus-
sion at 10:30. 

The next book will be The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursu-
la LeGuin.  I'll have copies available at the January meet-
ing.                                 - Signa Treat 

2ND FRIDAY READING GROUP 

It’s almost January and time to 
sign up for the first Simple Supper 
of the new year! We’ll stick to our 
schedule of the second Friday 
night of the month, which in Janu-
ary will fall on the 13th. If you’re 

not superstitious, we need folks “brave” enough to open 
their homes as hosts and put on a pot of soup. The sup-
pers are supposed to very casual, and therefore easy and 
low-stress for our gracious hosts. Guests each bring one 
component to contribute to the meal, such as bread, 
drinks, salad or dessert. 

I’ve been to several of these suppers as a guest, and I 
can say they are a lot of fun! For me, personally, being 
still fairly new here at Northminster, they’ve been a great 
way to get to know some of you better. Groups are 

small, usually between six and 10 people, and the discus-
sions over dinner tend to be quite lively. I encourage all 
of you, longtime members and church visitors alike, to 
come and have a fun night out with friends. All are in-
vited! 

We’d love to have several dinners happening simultane-
ously this January, so please consider signing up as either 
a host or a guest and Ann Hughes and I will make up 
the party lists. If you need a ride, please let us know; I 
know many guests are willing to pick up another along 
the way and we’ll try to work something out for you. 
You’ll find the sign-up sheets in the Sign-Ups rack in the 
narthex, and if you have any questions, please ask either 
Ann or me. Let’s get the year kicked off right! 

        -- Jen Oxley 

 

On January 28, 2012, Seattle Presbytery will hold its se-

cond annual “PresbyFest,” a day of worship, learning 

and fellowship, for all Presbyterians in the greater Seat-

tle area. Registration at Mercer Island Presbyterian 

Church begins at 8:30 a.m., followed at 9:00 with the 

keynote address by immediate past General Assembly 

Moderator Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, a minister member 

of San Francisco Presbytery, and an inspiring new 

church development and “emergent church movement” 

pastor. Come and learn what all that is about, in case it 

seems mysterious!  

Workshops on many topics are being offered, including 

“The PCUSA and Immigration Issues,” taught by Julia 

Thorne from the Office of the General Assembly, 

“Theology and Culture,” taught by the Rev. Dr. Jeff 

Keuss of SPU and Seattle Presbytery, “The Future of 

the PCUSA,” with Presbytery Executive Scott Lumsden, 

a Bible Study led by Valerie Anderson, and a “Theology 

of Reformed Worship” opportunity led by your pastor, 

among others. There will also be an all-day Mission Fair. 

Plan now to attend and mark your calendar. Carpooling 

will be available from Northminster. RSVP to Pam in 

the office if you’d like to ride or drive. 

SIMPLE SUPPER IN JANUARY 

PRESBYFEST 2012 

HOLD THE DATE! 

Sunday, Feb. 5 at 2 pm, for a baby shower for 

the new Van Noord/Peterson baby. 

Rachel and Ben are expecting their new arrival 

in January, and we will welcome her and cele-

brate with them at a shower in her honor. 

More details to come in next months' News.  



 
DIRECTORY CORRECTION AND THANK YOU’S 

CONTINUING PRAYER CONCERNS 

New in the library: The  Christian World 

by Martin Marty. Subtitled “a global 

history”, this is divided into areas: 

“Asian episode:, “African episode”, 

etc. The author is “dean of American 

church historians.” Also All Is Grace: a 

biography of Dorothy Day is the most recent account of the 

life of “one of the most prophetic voices in the Ameri-

can Catholic Church”. You will find them on display     

     - Elaine Boehmer, Church Librarian 

   

FROM THE BOOKSHELF 

There is a correction in BJ Stokey’s listing in the directo-

ry. Her home phone number is 206/397-3984. Email 

address is bjscat1@gmail.com 

Please make the change in your directory. 

 

 

 

“A huge thank you to all who provided us with meals 

after my surgery. We were well-fed and felt loved. (Also 

I am sure James was relieved he didn’t have to do all the 

cooking).   Phoebe and Sid Wold” 

“Dear friends,  

Thank you so very much for your prayers, love and 

beautiful cards. They meant so much to me—especially 

on those days I thought I’d never get back to normal. 

     With love, May Ekemo” 

Marvin and Sarah 
Faye Blickenstaff 
[friends of Bob Por-
ter] 
Evelyn Bohrer 
Randy Burleson 
[correspondent of 
Bob Porter] 
Ruth Crawford 
[friend of Sylvia 
King] 
Amanda Donnelly 
[daughter of Kevin]
Bernice and Wendy 
Ekern 

Jane Ekrom [mother 
of Stacy Kern] 
Kathy Eldredge 
[sister-in-law of Liz 
Tennant] 
Bev and Eldon Engel 
[parents of Trisha 
Wirta] 
Kurt Engel [brother 
of Trisha Wirta] 
Anne Ficken 
Duane Glasscock 
Lovell Glasscock 
[brother of Duane] 
Dick Gorman [friend 

of Bob Porter] 
Aurelia Hansen 
Duncan Hansen 
[former pastor of 
Woodland Park P.C.]
Lena Harms 
Laurine Ingebright 
Dorothy Jensen, 
etty Jespersen 
Beth King [cousin of 
Sylvia King] 
Betty Marty 
Mike McLain 
[nephew of Phyllis 
Kintrea 

Wynona Morrison, 
Jane Olson 
Scott Oxley 
Lucas Paulin [baby 
friend of Jason and 
Szu-Yu] 
Dennis Pickell 
The family of Alice 
Robertson 
Betty Jo Rogers 
Rose [friend of Liz 
Tennant 
The family of 
Elmer Schilperoort 
Toni Skinner 

[employee of Bret 
Wirta] 
Robert Engle Smith 
[friend of Bob Por-
ter] 
Gordon Stavig 
[father-in-law of Syl-
via King’s son]
Marian Timo 
Grace Weaver 
Phoebe and Sid Wold 
Wayne Wynne. 
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Flowers for the month of December were provided by 

the Kurtz family and Pat Breckenridge.  

The flower chart has been updated to 2012. If you 

would like to bring flowers during the year, sign 

up on the chart or on the sign-up sheet in the nar-

thex. If the flowers are in remembrance or honor 

of a special person or date, please tell us so we 

may acknowledge that in the Sunday bulletin. If you 

have flowering branches, greens or flowers that you 

would like to see in an arrangement, call Sheila Striegl 

and she will gladly prune and make sure not to hurt 

your plant/shrubs. 

Finally, thank you to all who donated their “Swan 

Dollars” to the garden fund. They will be used for 

essential garden needs.  Thank you very “mulch”! 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
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LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN JANUARY 

January 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
• 10:30 Worship Service  
• Coffee Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

2 

OFFICE CLOSED 
ALL DAY 
  

  

  

   

3  
 
 

 

  

   

4  
• 6:00 Supper/
Community 
night/MS and HS 
youth group 
 

  

   

5  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry 
and overnight 

6  
Å 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Minis-
try and overnight 
 

  

  

   

7  
 

 

  

  

   

8  
•9:00 Breakfast resumes! 
•9:15 Adult Ed./M.S. 
and H.S. Sunday school 
resume 
• 10:30 Worship Service 
• Coffee Fellowship 

9  
 

  

  

10  

• 1:00 Lively 
laughter yoga 
 

 

  

11  

Å 11:00 Horizons 
Bible study and 
lunch! 
6:00 MS and HS 
youth group and 
dinner 

12 

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry 
and overnight 
 

13  

•10:30 Second 
Friday Readers 
 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry 
and overnight 
 

14  

 
  

  

15  

•9:00 Breakfast 
•9:15 Adult Ed./M.S. 
and H.S. Sunday school 
•10:30 Worship Service 
•Coffee Fellowship 
•12:00 Session meeting 
 

16  
 

  

  

  

   

17  

• 1:00 Lively 
laughter yoga 

   

18  

• 6:00 Supper/
Community 
night/MS and HS 
youth group 
• 6:45 Deacons 
meeting 
 

  

19  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry 
and overnight 
 

  

   

20  

Å 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Minis-
try and overnight 
 Å12:00 NorthStar 
potluck lunch 

  

 

21  
 

  

  

  

   

22  

•9:00 Breakfast 
•9:15 Adult Ed./M.S. 
and H.S. Sunday school 
• 10:30 Worship Service 
Å Coffee Fellowship 
 

23  
 

  

  

  

   

24  

• 1:00 Lively 
laughter yoga 
 

 Å 7:00 Session 

  

   

25  

• 6:00 Supper/
Community 
night/MS and HS 
youth group 
 

26  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry 
and overnight 
 

  

27  

Å 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Minis-
try and overnight 
  

28  
Å9:00 a.m.ñ4:00 p.m. 

Presbyfest at 

 Mercer Island P.C.  

  

  

   

29  

• 10:30 Worship Service 
Congregational meet-
ing following worship 
• Coffee Fellowship 
 

30  

 
  

  

  

 

30  

• 1:00 Lively 
laughter yoga 
 

  

  

   

 31  
 

  

  

  

 

  

  

January 1 January 8  

Baptism of the Lord 

January 15 January 22 January 29 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Genesis 1: 1-5 1 Samuel 3:1-10 Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm 148 Psalm 29 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 Psalm 62:5-12 Psalm 111 

Galatians 4:4-7 Acts 19: 1-7 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Luke 2:22-40 Mark 1:4-11 John 1:43-51 Mark 1:13-20 Mark 1:21-28 
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