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Welcome to Advent and the New Christian 
Year that has just begun, according to our 
counter-cultural way of keeping time. We 
are called to be “in, but not of, the world,” 
and our way of keeping time, as expressed 
Sunday by Sunday as we name the season 
we’re in, is a weekly reminder that we be-
long, not to ourselves, or to the values of 
our culture, but to God and to Jesus Christ, 
and that we count our life as a daily gift 
from God.  Days and seasons come to us 
marked by God’s loving, saving acts in his-
tory. The first two seasons are upon us 
now: Advent, when we anticipate the birth 
of God’s  Anointed One, who is coming 
and has come among us, and Christmas, the 
day and season of celebrating his birth and 
remembering both the welcoming  recep-
tion (parents, angels, shepherds,  wise old 
ones named Zechariah and Anna) and the 
hostile one (Herod, representing imperial 
power and its systemic violence). 

It is a profoundly counter-cultural act to 
keep Advent when all around us the secular 
world wants to race to its perverted vision 
of “Christmas,” where the “god” who is 
worshiped is money and the act of adora-
tion is shopping.  Merchants have condi-
tioned us the way Pavlov conditioned dogs, 
and the stimulus used is a pattern of rituals, 
songs, and other cues designed to separate 
us from both our money and our judgment. 
As I mentioned in a sermon last Sunday, a 
person used pepper spray in a store during 
the madness called “Black Friday” to clear 
the way so she could grab an electronic toy. 
Yet one must extend a certain measure of 
sympathy to that poor soul , given the bom-
bardment she—and we—endure day after 
day as television, radio, internet, dozens of 
newpaper inserts, and every other medium 

is used to try to convince us that we must 
shop, shop, shop—in the name of 
“Christmas.” 

Do something genuinely radical: tune it out, 
and mark the season of Advent by anticipat-
ing and experiencing the goodness of God 
in  Jesus of Nazareth. Sing “O Come, O 
Come, Immanuel,” and “Come, Thou Long
-Expected Jesus.” Read an Advent devo-
tional book, such as the excellent one by the 
late Fr. Henri Nouwen, or open the daily 
window of an Advent Calendar with your 
family. It will help you establish a Christian 
pattern of marking your days as days of 
blessing, even as you anticipate but do not 
yet sing “Joy to the World,” saving the best 
for “our” Christmas, the one that celebrates 
the birth of the Savior of the World. 

We will have many special and sacred occa-
sions in Advent, beginning with the annual  
Jeff Johnson/Brian Dunning concert on 
December 10.  I hope you will be there and 
that you will bring friends.  

We will begin singing Christmas Carols as 
part of our Christmas Pageant on Decem-
ber 18, and then through Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day and on through the 
Twelve Days of Christmas. On Christmas 
Eve, our choir will present the magnificent 
music of Vivaldi’s Gloria in our one Christ-
mas Eve service at 7:30 pm. Again, I urge 
you to invite family, friends and neighbors. 
Then invite them also to worship with us 
on Christmas Morning at 10:30, our usual 
worship time, with a reading of the Nativity 
from Luke, carols, and Holy Communion. 
But first, mark the season of Advent with 
thoughtful preparation for the arrival, once 
again, of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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GIVING TREE 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 

 The Deacons are again sponsoring the 
Giving Tree ,  with opportunities to do-
nate for clients of the church of Mary 
Magdalene and the Noel House.  

Please do not wrap the gifts, but attach the 
tag securely to the item.  

The items must be returned to the Giving Tree no later 
than Sunday, December 4th, so that we may deliver them 
to the agencies by their requested date. If you have any 
questions, please contact Georgia Kurtz or Barb    
Reinsma. 

Crunchy fall leaves are giving way to winter frost, mean-
ing scraping car windows in the morning, scarves and 
hats to keep warm, and Starbucks red cups! As we are 
entering the Advent season, I find it only appropriate to 
look back at the year so far, and to give thanks for all we 
have been blessed with. 

September brought a season of change as I joined the 
staff here at Northminster. I began to meet members of 
the congregation, feeling more and more welcomed into 
the community here. Meeting the high school students 
was exciting as we looked at what they wanted from 
Group for the coming year.  

October gave way to some big questions of faith. We 
took time to explore questions such as “who is Jesus in 
your life?” and “what does it mean to be a Christian?”  We 
were blessed to welcome visitors and friends into Group 
on occasion, went to a big pizza dinner together, and 
even baked treats for Community Night at the end of 
the month!   

November brought colder temperatures and lots of fun! 
Breakfast before Sunday service recently started up 

again, along with an opportunity to help our brothers 
and sisters worldwide. On Sundays Dec. 4th, 11th and 
18th and in the new year beginning January 8th at 9am, 
the Youth Group will be serving breakfast for a freewill 
offering to go towards small loans with an organization 
called Kiva. By partnering with Kiva, we can make a dif-
ference in the lives of others, on a global scale. For more 
information, visit kiva.org and join us Sunday for break-
fast! 

Looking ahead, we will be putting on the annual Christ-
mas pageant on December 18th! It will be full of fun cos-
tumes, music, and most importantly, praise for the birth 
of Jesus! Join us Sunday, the 18th to join in with the fun!  

As this quarter comes to a close, I am thankful for the 
opportunity to work at Northminster, for the blessing of 
walking alongside high school students in their faith 
journey, and for support from all of you! Thank you for 
supporting the Youth Group in all of our endeavors, 
and we look forward to seeing you at breakfast and at 
the pageant! Stay warm and dry!  

   - Elyse Fairweather 

Looking for something different to include in 
your gift-giving this Christmas season? 

Stop by the Reception Room before service (or 
after) for a bit of shopping.  You will be able to 
make a donation to local or global missions and 
receive a handsome card for your gift giving. 
This year's fair will take place on the following Sundays; 

Dec 4th, 11th and 18th.  Volunteers are needed 
to staff the fair and help with set-up. The fair will 
be open at 10:00 until worship and after worship 
on those Sundays. 

Call Kim Owens with questions or to volunteer  
at 206-349-7242. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT NORTHMINSTER 

Don’t forget about our updated 
Celtic Christmas concert this 
year! Join us in celebrating the 
season of Christmas with a sub-
lime mix of sacred, classical 

and Celtic inspired music performed by the international 
Coram Deo Ensemble featuring Jeff Johnson (keys & 
vocals), Brian Dunning (flutes & whistles), Wendy 

Goodwin (violin), Janet Marie Chvatal (voice) & Marc 
Gremm (voice). 

The concert will be Saturday, Dec. 10, 2011 7:00 p.m. 
We will be selling discounted tickets for $10.00. Please 
invite your neighbors and friends to attend! 

For more information about the ensemble, visit them at: 
http://www.coramdeoensemble.com. 

http://www.coramdeoensemble.com
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT!      

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

NORTHMINSTER ON FACEBOOK 

It’s no surprise that our Session has sent out its annual 
appeal for stewardship pledges, since you have been on 
the mailing list for that mailing as well as this Newslet-
ter. Let us simply remind everyone that we hope your 
pledge card is either in the mail to the Stewardship Sec-
retary or that you will bring it to our potluck lunch on 
Sunday, December 4, after worship. Rather than have 
the “cooking pastor,” as one of our elders likes to call 

him, cook the meal this time, we invite you to bring a 
favorite main dish, salad, or dessert to share. Past experi-
ence would indicate that it works best if people prepare 
a quantity sufficient to feed three times the number in 
their own party. Come join us for a great meal and a 
chance to learn about innovative plans and hopes for 
the year 2012 and beyond. 

COMMUNITY NIGHT AND MISSION STORIES 

STEWARDSHIP POTLUCK ON DECEMBER 4TH! 

Although we’ve had our Facebook page up for only a 
few months, we’ve already got 29 people who have 
“liked” us, which means they’ve asked to have all of our 
photos, updates and discussions to appear on their own 
Facebook pages. We’re off to a great start! If you’re on 
Facebook and haven’t checked us out yet, search for 
Northminster Presbyterian Church in the Facebook 

search engine, and it should pull up our link. And many 
thanks to Bret Wirta, aka Your Monday Morning Quar-
terback, for all the fantastic photos and to both Bret and 
Mark Purcell for their help in maintaining the page. 

    - Jen Oxley 

Sunday, December 18th is the day that 
our children and youth will lead wor-
ship to celebrate Christ’s birth through 
music and drama.  Mark your calendars, 

invite your friends and neighbors, and join us in this 
warm family celebration of Christmas!      

We are very pleased to welcome some very special 
guests to Northminster at Community night supper on 
December 14th! 

Rev. Douglas and Dr. Elizabeth Searles have 
come to Washington and Idaho to share 
about their missionary work in Poland and 
about the plight of the Roma people in Eu-
rope. They are sponsored by The Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and Global Ministries (United 
Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). With pictures, music and personal 
witness, their presentations will focus on their work in 
Poland and Europe in partnership with Evangelical Re-

formed Church in Poland; developing work with Roma 
(Gypsies) a transnational minority in Europe; what God 
is doing generally in missions and outreach in Europe; 

what congregations can do to be God’s hands in 
the world.  

You may meet them and hear their story at 
Community night supper on December 14th at 
6:00. Feel free to invite friends and neighbors to 
attend. If you wish to attend but do not drive at 
night, call the office. If you could drive some 

people to church that night, please let the office know 
how many people you can transport. 

Join us at breakfast at 9:00 in December to discuss the 
various agencies we support through the Alternative 
Fair. 

On January 8, 2012, the Adult Education class will meet 
to study “Invitation to Christ: A Guide to Sacramental 
Practices,” a resource produced for congregations by the 
Theology and Worship Office of General Assembly sev-
eral years ago. Free copies will be available in the Nar-

thex on Christmas Sunday and also on New Year’s Day, 
another Sunday, January 1, so you may begin your read-
ing in advance of the class. The booklet is 67 pages, so it 
is not a heavy tome, but it touches on many practices of 
worship and their meaning. Join us in the Fellowship 
Hall at 9:00 a.m. for a wonderful breakfast prepared by 
our youth under the direction of Bret Wirta, and stay for 
the adult study and discussion.  
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Marvin and Sarah 
Faye Blickenstaff 
[friends of Bob Por-
ter] 
Evelyn Bohrer 
Randy Burleson 
[correspondent of 
Bob Porter] 
Ruth Crawford 
[friend of Sylvia 
King] 
Amanda Donnelly 
[daughter of Kevin] 
May Ekemo 

Bernice and Wendy 
Ekern 
Jane Ekrom [mother 
of Stacy Kern] 
Kathy Eldredge 
[sister-in-law of Liz 
Tennant] 
Bev and Eldon Engel 
[parents of Trisha 
Wirta] 
Kurt Engel [brother 
of Trisha Wirta] 
Anne Ficken 
Duane Glasscock 

Lovell Glasscock 
[brother of Duane] 
Dick Gorman [friend 
of Bob Porter] 
Aurelia Hansen 
Duncan Hansen 
[former pastor of 
Woodland Park P.C.] 
Lena Harms 
Laurine Ingebright, 
Dorothy Jensen 
Betty Jespersen 
Beth King [cousin of 
Sylvia King] 

Pat Kleifges [friend 
of Sheila Striegl] 
Betty Marty 
Mike McLain 
[nephew of Phyllis 
Kintrea 
Wynona Morrison 
Jane Olson 
Dennis Pickell 
Betty Jo Rogers 
Rose [friend of Liz 
Tennant 
Robert Engle Smith 
[friend of Bob Por-

ter] 
Gordon Stavig 
[father-in-law of Syl-
via King’s son] 
Marian Timo 
Grace Weaver 
Sid and Phoebe Wold 
Wayne Wynne  

You may have noticed the recent display 
of new books in the library. If the recent 
series of worship services centering on 
Presbyterian beliefs left you with more 
questions, here is the book for you— 
More Presbyterian Questions, More Presbyterian 

Answers. This is a follow-up to the author, Donald K. 
McKim’s previous book on questions and answers. 
Note also the books on ways to celebrate as we enter 
into Advent. 

           - Elaine Boehmer, Librarian 

FROM THE BOOKSHELF 

CONTINUING PRAYER CONCERNS 

Flowers in November were provided by 
Ann Ringstad, Virginia and Jack Larson, the 
garden of Elsie Wassenaar and the church 
gardens.  If any members or friends have 

Swanson dollars that they will not use, the church gar-
deners can use them to buy plants, mulch and flowers 
for the church.  Please put them in the flower sign up 
slot in the narthex.  Thanks.  

CALLING ALL WRITERS! 
We seem to have quite a number of writers in our midst 
here at Northminster, and several of us have been 
talking about starting up a writers’ group. Whether 
you’re working on a serious manuscript or just dab-
bling around, please come join us to share our pas-
sion for the written word. 

We’ll have an initial meeting in January (date to be deter-
mined) to discuss how we want our group to work. 
Do we want to meet once a month, or twice? Do 
we want to get together and write quietly in a group 
session? Do we want to share our work and (gently) 
critique each others’ writing? Both?     - Jen Oxley 

VOLUNTEER CORNER 
Just a friendly reminder about the sign-up sheets in the 
new holder located by the Sanctuary doors in the nar-
thex. In addition to flyers about upcoming events at 
Northminster, you’ll find sign-up sheets for hosting Cof-
fee Hour, providing flowers, and being the Sunday 

Scripture reader. If you haven’t already done so, please 
check them out. There are lots of ways to join in and 
participate in Sunday morning services, and we need 
more folks to volunteer.           - Jen Oxley 

FLOWERS                

Our Northminster tradition of providing breakfast cou-
pons for our shelter guests will continue this Advent 
season. Envelopes for purchasing breakfast coupons for 
BEM are in  the pew racks. Please fill out the amount of 
coupons and list those whom you wish to honor. Or in 

whose memory they were purchased. 
The deadline is December 18th for list-
ing in the Christmas Eve insert and on 
Christmas morning. Our guests will en-
joy a hot breakfast thanks to your gifts! 

BREAKFAST COUPONS FOR BALLARD ECUMENICAL MINISTRY 
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LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN  DECEMBER 

DECEMBER 2011 

DECEMBER 4 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

DECEMBER 11 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

DECEMBER 18 

Christmas Pageant 

DECEMBER  25 
 

Isaiah 62:6-12 

 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 Luke 1:46b-55    

2 Peter 3:8-15a 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  Hebrews 1:1-4  

Mark 1:1-8 John 1:6-8, 19-28  Luke 2:1-20  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  

1  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry 
Å 7:15Choir 
  

2  

Å 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Min-
istry and over-
night 
 

3  

 
 

4  

Å 9:00 Breakfast 
Å9:15 Adult Ed./

M.S./H.S. Sunday 
school 
Å 10:30 Worship 
ÅAlternative Christ-
mas Fair!/
Stewardship  
Potluck 
 

5  
 

  

  

 
   

6  

Å 1:00 Lively 
Laughter Yoga 
 

 

  

   

7  

Å 6:00 Supper/
Community night/MS 
and HS youth group 
 

 

  

   

8  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
Å 7:15Choir 
 

  

   

9  

Å 10:30 second 
Friday reading 
group 

Å 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Min-
istry and over-
night 
 

  

10  
Å 7:00 Christmas 

Concert with Jeff 
Johnson, Brian 
Dunning and Co-
ram Deo Ensemble 
  

  

 

11  

Å 9:00 Breakfast 
club 
Å 9:15 Adult Ed./
M.S. and H.S. Sun-
day school 
Å 10:30 Worship 
ÅAlternative Christ-
mas Fair! 
 

12  
 

 

  

  

   

13  
Å 1:00 Lively  

Laughter Yoga 
Å 7:00 Session 

Å7:30 Orchestra re-
hearsal 
  

  

   

14  

Å 11:00 Horizons Bible 
study/Brown bag 
lunch 
Å 6:00 Supper/
Community night 
with Doug and Liz 
Searles (missionaries 
to Poland and Roma 
people) 

15  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
Å 7:15 Choir 
 

16 

Å 5:00 Ballard 
Ecumenical Min-
istry and over-
night 
 

17  
 

  

  

   

18  

Å 9:00 Breakfast 
club 
Å 9:15 Adult Ed./
M.S. and H.S. Sun-
day school 
Å 10:30 Worship/
Pageant! 
ÅAlternative Christ-
mas Fair! 
 

19  
Å7:30 Orchestra 
rehearsal 
 

  

  

20  
 

No  Laughter Yoga 
class 
  

  

21  

Å No Community 
night tonight! 
 

22  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
Å 7:00 Choir/
Orchestra rehearsal 
 

23  

Å NO BEM to-
night   

24  
 

 Å 7:30 Christmas 

Eve service with 
choir, chamber 
orchestra and  
Vivaldi’s “Gloria” 

  

25  
Å10:30 Christmas 
morning Commun-
ion Service 
No Adult Ed or Sun-
day school today! 

26  
ÅOffice closed 
  

  

  

   

27  
ÅOffice closed 
 

 

  

   

28  

Å No Community 
night tonight! 
 

 

29  

Å 5:00 Ballard Ecu-
menical Ministry and 
overnight 
No choir tonight! 
 

30  

Å NO BEM to-
night 
 

31  
 

  

  

  

   

  

NO SIMPLE SUPPER FOR DECEMBER 
Because of everyone’s busy 
schedules around the holidays, 

there will be no Simple Supper in December.           
We’ll resume in January. 
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